
 

 

OBITUARY 

James Keith Skiles 

M A R C H  4 ,  1 9 4 3  –  N O V E M B E R  2 8 ,  2 0 2 1  

James Keith Skiles, LTC (Ret) US Army, of Covington, LA, completed his final permanent 
change of station to a lasting resting assignment on November 28, 2021. 

Born in 1943 to William and Mercie Skiles, he grew up in West Texas and graduated from Arlington TX High 

School. He received his BA from Texas Tech University and his Master of Public Service from Western Kentucky 

University, Bowling Green. 

In 1966 Keith married his college sweetheart, Sally Long Skiles, and began his 23-year career in the U.S. Army as 

an Infantry officer. He served in the Berlin Brigade when Berlin was still a divided city, as a company commander 

in Vietnam and in the Panama Canal Zone during the treaty transition. Stateside assignments included Fort 

Benning, Fort Monroe, Ft. Leavenworth, Bowling Green KY, and San Antonio, TX. 

After retiring from the Army he entered the Troops to Teachers program and began a second career as a special 

education teacher and subsequently an administrator with North East Independent School District in San 

Antonio, TX. 

Keith always had a passion for the outdoors and was an avid hunter, fisherman, and gardener – all of which he 

did with the same gusto that be brought to everything he did. He was a volunteer with charitable ministries with 

his local church and his faith remained a driving force throughout his entire life. Keith is survived by his wife 

Sally, son Todd (Jennifer), Manassas, VA; daughter Kelly Denning (Matthew), New Orleans, LA; grandchildren, 

Zachary & Mackensie Skiles, James, Thomas & Mercie Denning; brothers Clark Skiles and Wade Skiles, Arlington, 

TX, and special family friend Steve Fogle, San Antonio, TX. 

Cremation was chosen. A Christian graveside service will be celebrated on Jan. 21, 2022, at Fort Sam Houston 

National Cemetery, San Antonio. Memorials may be made to Coast Guard Mutual Assistance, Army Emergency 

Relief, or your local Salvation Army. 
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James Keith Skiles 

 

 

Stephen Shorty Menendez 
November 29, 2021 
 
Capt. Skiles was a replacement Captain to an Infantry Company in Vietnam which were at their lowest 
in moral and spirit. Within minimal time we had gained his respect and we became the greatest fighting 
Infantry Company the Battalion ever had. Led by Capt. James K. Skiles. 
 
It was my greatest pleasure to become reacquainted with him years later and have been friends ever 
sense. He will never be forgotten as a Man, Military leader and a humble but dear friend. 
 
I will miss him dearly. 
 
Shorty Menendez 
 
………………… 
 
Gary Stannish 
November 29, 2021 
 
First let me offer my sincere condolences to the family. I had the honor of serving under the command 
of Captain Skiles in Vietnam 69-70. I was the Radio operator for the 3rd platoon in Charlie company 
which Captain Skiles commanded. I communicated with him on every mission. I served under other 
commanders but none could hold a candle to Captain Skiles. Mrs Skiles we had a nice conversation at 
a reunion and you said that the Captain did not want to attend these reunions because he thought we 
would be upset with him. I can say that he would be welcome with open arms. There was a special 
bond with Charlie company and Captain Skiles. I told you that we would follow him to HELL AND BACK 
WHICH WE DID and he protected us the best he could. My heart is broken, we lost a true leader and a 
friend that will be in our hearts forever. 
 

…………………………… 

So very shocked and saddened to hear this news.  My condolences to his family and all his friends and 
fellow veterans. 
  
Captain Skiles replaced Captain Pride in Charlie Company in mid-1970 and had previously 
commanded Alpha Company.  We kept in touch over the years but the last time I saw him in person 
was the 2005 22nd Regiment Reunion in San Antonio where he was then living.  Keith was a fellow 
Texan and a 1966 graduate of Texas Tech University.  He continued his Army career. 
  
I had hoped he would be able to attend the 2019 Reunion in Branson but he told me then he was 
dealing with some health issues and had moved to Kentucky. 
  
M C Toyer 
Bravo 3/22 - 1970 

 


