This is Charlie Company. The far left is 1st platoon where Sgt.
Gray, Sgt Johnson, Sgt Karr and I were in. Sgt. Meares and
Sgt. Freeman are in the other platoons. I can’t remember which
platoons they were in. This picture may have been taken
during our A.I.T. in mid 1964.

This picture is the entrance to the mess hall. It was overseen
by Sgt. Frasier who came over to C/3/22 with us.

Here we are in front of the barracks with our personnel carriers, we called them tracks. We had nice barracks with steam heating.
The personnel carriers are probably the same ones they had in Vietnam if they didn’t get new ones. I see we don’t have any stripes on
our sleeves so this was before Christmas in 1964. In the left picture I’m the second from the left. The first guy to the left is Esad
Montijo, I was able to have lunch with him last year and before that, I hadn’t seen him since 1965 when we transferred to C/3/22. In
the right picture, I’m in the driver’s seat.

Sometime in late 1964, the 4th Infantry division had what they called, division competition. There were competitions with rifles, grenade
launchers, rocket launches and all kinds of other weapons. I was in the M-60 machine gun crew competing against 19 other machine gun
crews in the division. We are rehearsing above left. The competition required setting up the gun, taking it down, disassembly, reassembly
and firing the M-60. I was the assistant gunner on the crew. That’s me on the ground with my right hand on the M-60. The guy standing
in the middle is Sgt. Blancaflor. He was our team leader. I believe it took 4 or 5 people to make a crew. This is one of my proud memories as we took first place over the other 19 crews. When the competition was over, all the winners marched in a parade on Gray Field.
I’m not sure if the picture to the right is from that parade or from another parade. If it is the same parade, somebody took the pictures and
gave it to us. Here is a little interesting note, If you ever saw the movie To Hell and Back, you will see at the end of the movie, Audie Murphy received his Medal of Honor. Then the troops marched in review. This is the same marching field that was in the movie.

Here I am with the M-60 machine gun in a foxhole in Yakima 1964. All the time I was in C/2/22, I was a machine gunner and was assigned to it for 18 months. On the right you can see the odd shaped foxhole, that’s in case a grenade is lobbed in, you can duck around
one of the corners. As far as I know, the hole is still there as we never filled them back up. Did you know there was petrified wood scattered out there? I found several pieces and brought them home.

Here we are, crossing the Columbia River in Yakima. They really do float.
Sgt. Gray in the
foreground, left
picture. I think the
guy in the back is a
medic.
Right picture,
SSgt. Eugene
Hamilton and Sgt.
Gray
These two
pictures were
taken at
C/3/22 in
November
1965 before
basic training.

