Rural Vets Gan Seek Telemedicine
Across State Lines
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Senate
Gonfirms Two VA
Nominations
The Senate approved two nominees
for VA positions in April.
The Senate confirmed Paul
Lawrence as undersecretary for benefits and Joseph Falvey as ajudge on
the Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims. Both positions are based in
Washington,
D.C.
t'We are
pleased that

the Senate has
unanimously

confirmed
these nominees
to serve at the
VA and on the

of
Appeals for
U.S. Court

Veterans Claims," stated Sen. Johnny
Isakson (R-Ga.) and Sen. Jon Tester
(D-Mont.) in an April press release.
VA has been without a permanent benefits undersecretary since
October 2015.
Lawrence is
a former vice
president
at Kaiser
Associates, a
strategy con-

sulting firm in
Washington,
D.C. He will
serve as a

senior official
overseeing benefits and services to
troops, veterans and their families.
Falvey is a 3o-year veteran ofthe
Marine Corps and former district
counsel for the Detroit District of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. His
approval gives the Court ofAppeals
for Veterans Claims a full bench for
the first time in almost three years.
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A new federal rule allows
VA health care providers to
use telemedicine as a means
of treating and diagnosing

patients in other states.
Prior to the rule and
because of licensing restrictions and state telehealth
laws, it was unclear whether
VA doctors, nurses and other
providers could provide
health care to veterans in other states. The new federal rule, called the Authority of
Health Care Providers to Practice Telehealth, gives VA health care providers the
authority to virtually treat patients in other states.
According to a VA press release, the rule will mostly benefit veterans living in rural
areas ofthe country who would need to travel long distances, even to other states, to see
a doctor face-to-face. The rule also allows veterans to access services, such as mental
health care and suicide prevention, in a "quicker and easier" manner through telehealth.
VA also announced that a video conferencing app, called VA Video Connect, will be
able to supply the care for the patients anl,rvhere in the country. VA Video Connect is
available now.
For more information about VA telehealth care, visit https://connectedcare.va.gott.

Some Adoption
Expenses Now

Gontaminated Water

Reimbursable

The Department of Defense (DoD) identified 4ol active and inactive bases in the

Veterans who have a service-connected

that have at least one area ofexposure to perfluorinated compounds (PFCs),
r.l,hich are commonly used for extinguishing aircraft fires on military bases.
Of the 401 locations, the water at or

disability resulting in infertilitv norv
might be eligible to receive a reimbursement of adoption expenses from VA. The
amendment went into effect in March.
To qualify, adoptions must be
arranged by an eligible adoption agency.
Veterans can request reimbursement for
qualifi,ing adoption expenses incurred
for adoptions completed after Sept. 29,
2016, according to VA.
An application for reimbursement
must be strbmitted to VA no later than
two years after a finalized adoption. For
the adoption ofa foreign child, veterans
must submit a reimbursement for no
later than two years after U.S. citizenship
is issued to the child, according to VA.
Reimbursement is capped at $2,000
per adoption for a covered veteran. No
more than $5,000 may be paid to a covered veteran's adoption in any calendar
year. Two married veterans may clairn a
reimbursement for any single adoption,
according to VA.

Military Bases Have

U.S.

near 126 ofthe reported bases contain
"potentially harmful" levels of PFCs,
according to Military Times. PFCs are
linked to cancer and known to be harmful to fetuses and infants.
DoD found that 6I percent of the 2,668
tested water wells on or near base communities were above the Environmental
Protection Agency's recommended levels, according to Military Times.
"This is a situation that should have
been investigated and resolved long ago,"
said VFW National Securitv and Foreign
Affairs Director John Towles. ".We are
doing everything in our power to get
some ansrvers from DoD leadership."
A list of reported contaminated sites
may be found at https://partner-mcoarchiv e.s3.amazonaw s.c om/ client-

files/tsztsaeasa.pdf.

